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the Right Reverend 

 Fatberin GOD, Henry Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don, to be Communicated to the Two Pro- 
vinces of Canterbury and York. | 


WILLIAM R, DP RT, | 
Ight Reverend Father in God, We Greet you well, 
W hereas the Advancement of the Hondur and Service 
of Almighty God, and of the Proteſtant Religion, 
which by his wonderful Providence hath been preſery- 


| ed and eftabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms, ought to be the chiet part 


of Our Royal Care: In Order to this, as We have oftentimes 
Declared, That We would take the Church of * ge/and by Law 
Eftabliſhed, into Our particular Protection and Favour; © So We 
take this Occaſion to Renew theſe Aſſurances, being Reſolved 
to do all Wecan for the Support and Strengthaing of it; Preſery- 
ing withal the Liberty of Concience to all Our other Proteſtane 
Subjets, which by Our Laws they now Enjoy, 


And becauſe the Welfare, Peace and Honour of this Church 


| depends ſo much upon all Perſons faithfully doing their Duties 


in their ſeveral Places and Functions, We therefore Firſt of all 
Charge and Require you the Biſhops of this Qur Church, 
apply. your ſelves with all Diligence and Zeal ro the Duties of 
your Epiſcopal FunQiion, according to, the Word of God, the 
Orders of this Church, and the Laws of this Our Realm. 

More eſpecially as to Ordination of Miniſters, We Require 
you to uſe all poſſible Care and Stritneſs, in Examining and En- 
quiring into the Lives.and Learning of {ſuch Perſons as defire to 
be admitted into Holy ' Orders, and herein conſtantly to obſerve 
the* Canons relating thereunto ; the  Negle& whereot We ſhall 
firitly Enquire into , and take Care that it be Purfiſhed accord- 
ins to Law, : 

We alſo Charge and Require you to keep a ſtri& Watch over 


all the Clergy in your reſpe&ive Dioceſles , to ſee that they be. 


culy Reſident upon their Livings according to the Laws in that 
Caſe provided , and that there they be Conſtant and Diligent in 
their Duties , performing the Publick Offices of Worſhip Gravely 
and Deyoutly, Preaching the Word of God Plainly and PraQti« 
Cally, withour running into needleſs Controverſies, andiAdmini« 
ſiring the Holy Sacraments Frequently; with that Reverence 
which is due ro the Inſtitutions of Chriſt ; Alſo Catechizing the 
Youth, Viſiting the Sick and Diſtreſſed, and. doing all ſuch 
God and True Religion, together with Peace and Charity a- 
mong all their Neighbours; Themſelves giving a good Example 
tO their Flock, by walking before them inall Holy Converſation 
and Godlinefs, © © © Ds . 
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bings in their Stations as may tend to promote the Honour of .s 


| 


*®* Can. 31,32» 
33, 34» 35 ZGe 


. * @an;75. 


* 34 Jo, 
Cap. 20, 


T $ Eliz, | 


Cap. 9, 

| 4 lac. 
Cap. bg 
2: lac, 
Cat. 7» - 
"7 29 Cate 20 
Cap, 7. 


tion of his Church,: 


| ſelves, to Confer 


| | | (4) ; 9 | | , | | 
And the more effeQually to prevent the Scandals that may ariſe : 
by any Diforders in the Lives of thoſe who ought to be Examples - 


. to others, you ſhall Admoniſh them Religiouſly to obſerve the 
 *Canon Entitled, Sober Conſideration required in Miniſters, And. 


you fhall Severely and Impartially proceed by Ecclefiaftical Cey. * 
ſares, againſt al] ſuch of yout Clergy as ſhall be found guilty ot ay 
C304 oe Violation of this or any other Law or Canon relating 2g 
their Duty. * | 9nd | 

\ Ad tar e«better Encouregennent of Deferving Men,as-Wie ith 
tend'to make x 2 Rule to Our Self, fo We alſo Require jt of you, 
i Diſpaſing of Obureh Preferments,- to have a ſpecial Revard to | 
\uch Perſons as by their Piccy, Leatging, Diligence and Peace. 
abſeneſs, do moſt promote the Honour of God, and. the Edifica, 


And becauſe, as Our Duty requires, We moſt earneſtly defire 
and ſhall endeavour a General Reformation of the wes and Man. 
mars ofall Our Sbbzets ,, as boingthatiwhich mvaſt Eſtabliſh Our. 
Thrane, and feeute $0 OurPeople:their Religion, Happineh agg! 
Peace g' all which feem to be in (great Danger at this time, by req, 
ion of that averflowing of .Vioe, which is 100 notorious In this, as | 
well as other Nerghbouring Nations, We therefore require:yon, - 
£0 Orger allche Clergy to Preach frequently againſt thole partirue. 


_ dar Sins and Vices which are moR prevailing in this Realms And | 


that onevery of thoſe Lords Days on which aoy fuch Sermon ista. 
be Preach'd, they do alſoRead to their People fuchStatute- Law 
or Laws as are provided againſt thac Vice or Sin, whith' is thee. 
Subjed. on that Day, as namely, againſt * Bl:ſphemy, Swearmg 
and Curſing , Againſt + Perjury 3 againſt || Dronkenneſs 3 and a7 
painft * Praphanation of the Lords; Day - AN which Statutes We 
have Ordered tobe Printed' together with theſe Our Letters, that 
ſg they may be Tranſautted by you to every Parifh within this 
Qur zealm, 5 7 TOE mn Ol 
And whereas there is as yet no {uffident Proviſion' by any Ss 
tute-law for the Puniſhing of ?Adultery'and Fornication” , Yoh 
ſhall thersfore require all Churthe Wardens in your Dioceſfes to 
Prevent impartially all thoſe that are guilty of any ſuch Crine 
In their fevera} Pariſhes 3 And uponſuch Preſentments , We 6 
quire youto proceed without' delgy , and upon ſufficient prod, 
toinfli& thoſe Cenſures which are appointed by Our Ecclefiaſth 
cal Laws againſt ſuch Offenders : *Indoing whereof, according i 
your Duty } you ſhall not want Our effeQual Afſſiftance and 
upport. :--, 7 

And for' the better Carrying on of fo good a Work, We doin 
the laſt place, Charge and Require'you to Preach frequently yout 
on with your Clergy, and to Enquire by ill 

proper means into all fbufes and Corraptions in your Dioceſſe, 
12 order to a fall and ſpeedy Reformation. And all -this, not ot 
ly as you ſhall Anſiwer.it to Us, but alſs as confidering the gredt 
Charge that God hath Committed to you, and the Account thit 
you muſt give him for it at the Great Day. And ſo We bid ydt 
heartily Farewel. = | ; 


Given at Our Conrt at Whitehall the 13th dey of Februa 


16%. In the Second year of Our Reigg. oy 
| . By His Majeftics Command, . 
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